In these essays we learn about the conditions that women faced during the Salem witchcraft panic and the Spanish Inquisition in New Mexico; as indentured servants in early Virginia and Maryland; caught up between warring British and Native Americans; as traders in New Netherlands and Detroit; as slave owners in Jamaica; as Loyalist women during the American Revolution; enslaved in the President's house; and as students and educators inspired by the air of equality in the young nation.
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Foster showcases the latest research of junior and senior historians, drawing from recent scholarship informed by women's and gender history-feminist theory, gender theory, new cultural history, social history, and literary criticism. Collectively, these essays address the need for scholarship on women's lives and experiences. Women in Early America heeds the call of feminist scholars to not merely reproduce male-centered narratives, "add women, and stir," but to rethink master narratives themselves so that we may better understand how women and men created and developed our historical past. 
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SUMMARY
This chapter examines the post-Revolutionary transformation in women's education, both formal and informal. It argues that an education that began to approach the learning acquired at the male colleges opened the door to the choices women were able to make throughout the nineteenth century. Employing the benefits of their schooling, women redefined themselves and entered public life as educators, writers, editors, and reformers.
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
➥ What did women study in schools in colonial America?
➥ How was women's education changed after the Revolution and why?
➥ Did educational opportunities open up for all women?
➥ What sources does the author use to examine this history?
➥ How does studying this history change our view of early American women's history?
